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Wednesday 24 October 
UP -MS Parent Transition Meeting 

 

Wednesday 30 October 
Open Day Tours 

 

Wednesday 31 October 
Halloween Pumpkin Decorating 

 

Wednesday 31 October 
Parent Ed Planning Meeting 

 

Monday 5 Nov - Wednesday 7 Nov  
Dental Bus Visit 

 

Wednesday 7 November 
AP Parent ED - Odyssey & 

 Expedition 2019 
 

Thursday 15 November 
Community Spirit Meeting  

 

Wednesday 21 November 
Year 6 Orientation Day 

 

Monday 3 December 
Swimming Lessons Commence 

 

Thursday 13 December 
End of Term Meeting 



 

 
 

Vanessa Aikins 

NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Monday 15 October was the RMS Annual General Meeting (AGM) where Shea O’Neil was elect-
ed as Board Chair, Barry Down as Vice Chair and Kath Sugars as a General Member.   I would 
like to thank both Matthew Watt our past Vice Chair and Nigel Denny our past General Member 
for their amazing work and support over their four years on our School Board.   The AGM 
minutes and the presentation from the meeting are now available on our website. I would like 
to particularly thank the Board on the decision not to increase school fees this year in recogni-
tion of the continuing economic climate in WA which has effected many of our families. 

At the AGM one of the items raised by parents was to formalise the process of Parent Educa-
tion.   Parent Education is vital in ensuring children are fully supported through the Montessori 
methods both at school and home.  Given our staff dedicate large amounts of their time to de-
velop workshops that are engaging and informative the suggestion was to look at how partici-
pation rates in Parent Education can be improved.  I welcome your feedback on what you 
would like included in our Montessori Parent Education Programs and encourage you to come 
along to the Primary School Staff Room on Wednesday 31 October at 2pm to discuss with other 
parents and myself what you feel should be included in the information we provide to parents 
in the School.  If you are unable to attend please forward your suggestions to Reception. 

With the end of the year come changes and we will be farewelling three of our staff 
members.  As previously shared Asti will be heading to Riverlands Montessori as the 
Principal, Kym Murphy will be heading to Blue Gum Montessori as Program Coordina-
tor and we congratulate these ladies on their appointments.  With a restructure in our 
Administration team we also farewell John Bird.  Whilst I would love to keep all of our 
staff, I feel so proud that so many of our staff leave our school for promotional posi-
tions.  This is a credit to our leadership program across the school and demonstrates 
the ability for our staff to work autonomously to gain the skills required to be so suc-
cessful in school leadership positions.  The development of future leaders strengthens 
all aspects of RMS and plays a key role in developing a wonderful Montessori Commu-
nity locally, nationally and internationally.  RMS is committed to developing amazing 
teachers and leaders for the future. 

Rest easy as all of our staff have now completed their annual update of their first aid 
training thanks to Dawn Walker.  Please enjoy our photos from the recent School De-
velopment Day training. 

Unfortunately on Friday afternoon we had two scooters stolen from the bike racks at 
the front of the Primary School site.  This was a very opportunistic act by some young 
members of the non RMS public who were coming back from the skate park (rather 
than being in school themselves).  I would encourage families who use the bike racks 
to lock their equipment to these racks to prevent the loss of loved possessions.  

I would like to congratulate Steph from the Adolescent Program for her Herd 2 Home 
fundraiser that commenced last week.  This was a great initiative and the Dugongs 
children enjoyed seeing their classmates pets and hearing all about why they are such 
a loved pet.  Each week this term one class will be scheduled to have the opportunity 
to bring their pet to school from 8.30-9.30am.  Your child will bring home a permission 
note closer to their classes scheduled date.  An adult helper from the family is re-
quired to also attend this event to ensure the pet can be taken home after 9.30am.  If 
you would like to donate to this cause, there is a box in reception for blankets, bowls, 
toys or any other items that dogs require. 

 

http://www.rms.wa.edu.au/
mailto:reception@rms.wa.edu.au


 

Administration News 

Facebook 

Board  News 

To keep up to date with RMS, don’t forget to like and follow 
the RMS Home page on Facebook, also make sure you are a 
member of the RMS Community Spirit Facebook page to 
get notifications of Community Spirit Events and happen-
ings throughout the school.  

Just a reminder that there are a number of unclaimed Tie 
Dye Tshirts from the Community Spirit Spring Fair still wait-
ing to be collected.  Please see Deb in Reception. All re-
maining shirts not claimed by Friday 2 Nov will be forward-
ed to the local  good Samaritans. 

Community 
Spirit  

 The Board has approved a 0% School Fee increase for 2019 in recognition 
of the ongoing weakened financial climate within the Western Australian 
community. 

 

 The revised Grievance Policy was approved. 
 

 Parent, Student and Staff survey results have been received and the Board 
will now be reviewing the data to include strategies for the School Im-
provement Plan for 2019. 

Save these dates…  
 

The next Community Spirit Event is our Halloween 
Pumpkin Decorating afternoon on Wednesday  
31 October at the  Primary School Site. 
For more information see the flyer. 

Our next Scholastic Book Fair is Thursday 1 November. This 
is a fantastic way to buy great books for your children and 
are a good gift idea as Christmas is just around the corner.   
 

Helpers are needed to coordinate and run the event on the 
day.  If you can help please contact Reception. 

mailto:reception@rms.wa.edu.au


Program Co-ordinator  
The current focus value at Rockingham Montessori School is:  gratitude   
 
Gratitude is the value of being thankful. You show appreciation for others. It is a value that cannot be requested or 
demanded but only given. The value of gratitude can help increase feelings of satisfaction with our lives. Through 
having gratitude we learn to know how to be thankful of others, for being ourselves and the world around us. When 
we instil gratitude in our daily lives we develop into well-rounded individuals who have positive social skills.  
 
Books are an excellent way to explore values and we know that reading to your 
child from a young age provides them with an incredible start towards a lifelong 
love of literature. There are so many great children’s books about gratitude. Here 
are a few to look for at your local library. 
 
 The Thankful Book by Todd Parr, provides everyday activities like reading, bath

-time, family meals together and quality time between a parent and child. It 
encourages readers to appreciate all of life’s special moments. This book 
would be suitable for Children’s House students.  

 
 
 Have You Filled a Bucket Today? by Carol McCloud, uses an ‘invisible bucket’ as 

a metaphor that we carry around with us and how kind words and actions ‘fill’ 
others’ buckets and help them to feel good. This book would be suitable for 
Lower and Upper Primary students.  

 
 
 Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig, is about Sylvester who makes 

a wish with unexpected consequences, he overcomes a series of obstacles 
and is reunited with his family. This book would be suitable for Lower and Up-
per Primary students and is available to view on Storyline Online https://
www.storylineonline.net/books/sylvester-magic-pebble/  

 
 
 I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai, is an autobiography about a girl standing up 

for education and changing the world along the way. An inspirational story 
about one teens journey and how much can be accomplished. This book is 
most appropriate for older Upper Primary and Adolescent students.  

 
Rockingham Montessori staff demonstrates gratitude and fosters the values within 
the classroom and playground. We would encourage you to discuss the value of 
gratitude at home and in the wider community to help develop your child’s lifestyle 
of thankfulness.  
  
You can model gratitude by:  

Thanking those around you, including shop assistants for their service.  
Sending hand written thank you notes when you receive gifts, or want  
to show appreciation.  
Keeping a gratitude journal to record things for which you are grateful for.  
Making “thank you” a sincere and common phrase in your vocabulary. 

“Everything that you say to your child is absorbed, catalogued and remembered.” Maria Montessori 

Asti Jorgensen 

Primary Program Coordinator 

 

https://www.storylineonline.net/books/sylvester-magic-pebble/
https://www.storylineonline.net/books/sylvester-magic-pebble/


Playgroup 

Orla Dinneen 

Infant Toddler Program Leader 

Welcome back to the final term for this year!  
 

Very soon we will be offering some lovely festive type work for the children to choose from, plenty of 
card making and pasting jobs with dustings of sparkle!  
 

We are delighted with the new awning outside which protects us from both sun and rain and gives us 
a little extra work space outdoors. Our shelves are full of new work for your child to choose from. 
Look out for minerals hidden in a big bucket of rice, spinning art works with the aid of a salad spinner, 
strawberry slicing, outdoor weeding, one stitch sewing on hessian and smelling jars. We change most 
items on our shelves at the beginning of each term. This gives the child enough time to explore all ar-
eas and allows for plenty of repetition to help refine the senses, further concentration, support inde-
pendence and build confidence.  
 

Some jobs always stay on the shelf in one form or another. The cracker spreading job is a great exam-
ple of this. This job is as popular with the older school children as it is here and can easily become an 
everyday practice job at home. So why are we so crazy about this job? Spreading a condiment on a 
cracker requires strength, coordination, rotation of the wrist and the use of the second hand to sup-
port, all important skills in the preparation of the hand, arm and body for writing. How sweet is it to 
eat the result of your hard work. The job does not finish there though, the child is encouraged to 
wash, dry and replenish the job, placing it back on the shelf for one of their friends to enjoy.  
 

Places are available on Tuesday in our group. Feel free to bring along a friend for a free trial.  
 

Thank you Nicole for making a huge collection of poetry and proverb cards for you and your child to 
read and enjoy together. Thank you Emma for taking great care of our plants over the holidays, they 
always come back from your garden looking like new. 



Term four is often seen as the last leg of a journey and there are 
many things that come to fruition and deserve celebration at this 
exciting time of year. Students have been working hard in their 
day-to-day activities and all will be revealed during their upcom-
ing exhibitions (more on exhibitions below). But Term Four can 
also represent a beginning for some, as many students have tran-
sitioned mid-year into their next cycle. These students are set-
tling in and in many cases really flourishing as they take on their 
new phase of development and the wonderful challenges that 
that entails. 
 

I’d like to take this opportunity to explain a few of the ‘cornerstones’ of the Adolescent Pro-
gram. It goes without saying that it is very different to any mainstream high school. We focus 
on ‘one student at a time’. Each student, their passions and their interests are at the centre of 
the learning process. Adolescent Program students are, more than ever, in charge of their own 
pathways through their high school experience. With support from their Advisory teacher and 
using some well-established frameworks, students actively engage in planning and taking re-
sponsibility for their learning and development.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Advisory group is a very important element of the structure of the Adolescent Program. 
Just like a developmental cycle in Primary School, it is a small community in which students re-
main for three years. It is expected that students in an Advisory will get to know and under-
stand each other very well. They also get to know and understand the Advisory teacher very 
well, and vice versa. This means every student has an adult, and friends, in the school who care 
about him or her deeply.  

Adolescent Program  
“Education should no longer be 

mostly imparting of knowledge, 

but must take a new path, seeking 

the release of human potentiali-

ties.” 

Montessori, M. (1946/1989). Edu-

cation for a New World. Oxford: 

Clio Press 

“Young people must have enough 

freedom to allow them to act on 

individual initiative. But in order 

that individual action should be 

free and useful at the same time it 

must be restricted with certain 

limits and rules that give the nec-

essary guidance.’’ 

Montessori, M. (1994). From 

Childhood to Adolescence, Ox-

ford: Clio Press, p.73 

The student’s learning plan is the fundamental structure that 
brings all this together. The learning plan is the map of a stu-
dent’s journey through their school experience. It is a de-
scription of the intended activities, the proposed products 
for exhibition, and how this work connects to the learning 
goals and the curriculum. It is at the forefront of the stu-
dent’s work. No two plans are exactly the same and rarely 
will a plan remain the same even within one term. As it is cre-
ated and adjusted the student’s family is consulted about 
their learning plan. Advisory teachers and coordinators of 
the program oversee the learning plan process to ensure 
that all students address the requirements of the Montessori 
National Curriculum and the Western Australian Curriculum 
as specified by the School Curriculum and Standards Authori-
ty (WA).  



Tony Gillespie 

AP Deputy Principal  

Adolescent Program Cont… 

Students start and finish each school day in Advisory. This gives them time to plan, time to 
prepare, time to review and time to reflect, etc. But more than that, the advisory is a time for 
students to be exposed to a wide range of ideas, interests, skills, and experiences. It is the ad-
visory teacher’s chance to inspire, provoke, bond, organise and make the learning come to 
life. The role of the Advisory teacher is central. They help students to manage their time, plan 
their work and internships, and complete community service projects. They work with par-
ents, family, mentors and other staff. Advisory teachers identify the particular learning needs 
of their students and support each individual through their learning journey.  

Each term, students publicly exhibit their 
work, show-casing what they’ve done and 
providing evidence of their learning. This in-
cludes: describing the quality of their work, 
their progress and growth against the learning 
goals, tracking progress and achievement 
against the curriculum, and reflecting on the 
process of their learning. The students reflect 
on how they have gone in accordance with 
their learning plan and they begin to amend 
the plan for future learning. Student exhibi-
tions are attended by parents and other family 

members; the student’s Advisor; other adults and mentors; peers from different year groups 
and sometimes other interested people. This audience form a supportive group who provide 
constructive feedback, further aiding the student’s learning while celebrating the student’s 
progress and their contributions to the Adolescent Program and the wider community.  

There are always opportunities for Adoles-
cent Program parents to call in, email or 
phone for further information and to dis-
cuss their child’s learning plan, their pro-
gress and their learning needs. For others 
we conduct regular tours, Open Days and 
Parent Education evenings and we are very 
happy for prospective AP parents and other 
interested people to join us on these occa-
sions. If these scheduled events don’t suit 
you, you are very welcome to contact Deb 
on Reception at the Adolescent Program to 
schedule a visit at a more suitable time.  

 

 

 

mailto:APadmin@rms.wa.edu.au


Community Spirit events 

Primary School 

Reception 

Mailto:Reception@rms.wa.edu.au


 Community Spirit events 
 



 Cyber Safety - Parents 
Cybersafety sessions are often structured around how we can help children, and what a child should not be doing 
on social media. This, however, is about parents. 
  
When you comment on a public post, you are often engaging with complete strangers. Depending on the discus-
sion you are entering into you may encounter people you wouldn’t invite into your home, or talk to at a party. You 
certainly wouldn’t tell these people when and where you went on holiday, how old your children are, their names, 
where they go to school, where you work, the area you live and what kind of stuff you own?  - You would be cau-
tious in real life, so why not online? 
  
Risks to your children 
  
Further to this, when you comment on your schools Facebook or Instagram page – you are publicly stating you have 
an association with the school. That means you could have a child there. Depending on the nature of the post you 
respond to you may confirm this fact. Should someone click on your name, what sort of profile will they find? Have 
you just revealed too much about your family? 
  
Parents, most of the security on your accounts is not as strong as it should be.  
  
Think about what can happen when you geotag a photo of your child into their school and then have a public Insta-
gram or Facebook account. We see this a lot during school awards ceremonies, the first day of school and at other 
special events. 
  
Think about this scenario. Someone who doesn't have a child's best interests at heart happens to be driving past 
the school, they pull over and search the name of the school and see photos of your child that you have geotagged 
to the school. They click on your name and go straight to your account because your Instagram is not set to private 
or your Facebook isn't as private as it could be. Then, that stranger could understand everything about your life and 
therefore be very convincing to your child if they see them walk out of the school and say to them “Mum told me to 
pick you up” think about it if your child says how do you know my Mum? They could answer with a whole lot of in-
formation about your life based on what you are posting. Right down to where you last went on holidays and the 
name of the dog.  
  
Also, please be aware when you are taking photos at your child's school and posting them there may be kids in pro-
tective custody in the background of the image, and you could unwillingly put them at risk.  Also if you take photos 
of your child with their friends always make sure you have permission from the parents of the other children before 
you post pictures of their kids online.  
  
We all ask our kids to keep their accounts set to private…time to lead by example.  
  
If you have any questions please get in touch: wecanhelp@safeonsocial.com 
   
We are now taking bookings for 2019, if you would like to book please contact us at wecanhelp@safeonsocial.com  

https://u6707904.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=KRoJCFg6NNt9JDU3pg904mefdpZYct6Rbv0mxJ6B1clm3ChjXQHkGVydE5bsh-2FbyxPZOri7kEKMwqBbixyvv46oZu03s7hulrLIO5QEx1-2FsyxxfpjxuMOkuPfiw3vYmavx4tBWGhYN9ghS1INocSAzMsA0-2BIyjAyXE5DgPOMS-2F7O16IF1qBFe3LBzbNbapQEu61na2zEMexYw
https://u6707904.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=KRoJCFg6NNt9JDU3pg904mefdpZYct6Rbv0mxJ6B1clm3ChjXQHkGVydE5bsh-2FbyxPZOri7kEKMwqBbixyvv46oZu03s7hulrLIO5QEx1-2FsyxxfpjxuMOkuPfiw3vYmavx4tBWGhYN9ghS1INocSAzMsA0-2BIyjAyXE5DgPOMS-2F7O16IF1qBFe3LBzbNbapQEu61na2zEMexYw
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For more details and information view the full Goals4Life Flyer. 

file:///S:/Newsletter/2018 Newsletter Issues/Rockingham PCYC - Goals4Life Flyer.pdf
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 Community News 
Rockingham Community Fair & Stall Holders 

Rockingham Community Fair 
Sunday 18th of November, 10am to 4pm 
Village Green - Corner of Patterson Road & Flinders Lane, Rockingham 
 
Family friendly community fair featuring live entertainment over 2 stages,  
carnival & amusement rides, petting zoo, handmade & unique market stalls,  
gourmet food vans, free children's activities, community displays, art exhibi-
tions  
and more! 
 
Involvement: 
If you would like to be involved in the event on our stages please fill the form 
below! 
 
Maximum of 30 minutes per group. Please advise how much time you re-
quire to set up. 
 
We will provide the PA & Sound Technician along with Microphones, DI ports 
access to a CD Player and USB. 
BYO Instruments & Leads 
 
Apply online via: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdGUo8DTDph07fg_XW7rszexihyvAbMXdPsJHsDo5jiv_ns8Q/
viewform?usp=sf_link  
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGUo8DTDph07fg_XW7rszexihyvAbMXdPsJHsDo5jiv_ns8Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGUo8DTDph07fg_XW7rszexihyvAbMXdPsJHsDo5jiv_ns8Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGUo8DTDph07fg_XW7rszexihyvAbMXdPsJHsDo5jiv_ns8Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Parenting Education 

 


